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McMaster says ‘no’ to suffering people
just so he can sound tough on drugs

COLUMBIA, S.C. — There are so many issues on which Henry McMaster cares more about his own
political benefit than about the people of South Carolina. Here’s yet another: Medical cannabis.

Asked whether the substance should be legalized for the limited use of sick people who have no other
recourse for relieving their suffering, McMaster told the Post and Courier:

“No. Law enforcement officials have made it clear that we are not in a position to appropriately
regulate medical marijuana.”

This ignores the fact that medical cannabis has been proven to have many beneficial effects, such as
treating PTSD and easing the nausea caused by chemotherapy, thereby restoring the appetites of many
cancer patients. And it is the only remedy for many conditions, such as epilepsy.

The FDA has recognized these medicinal benefits and has approved synthetic versions of medical
cannabis.

As for not being “in a position to appropriately regulate” it, there’s a simple and obvious solution that
wouldn’t occur to the current governor: Work with the Legislature to get the right laws and regulations
in place.

James Smith and Mandy Powers Norrell have already been working on that. They were co-sponsors of a
bill that provided for a strict “seed to sale” program that would prevent any plant grown for medical use
from being sold as recreational marijuana.
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“Any grower whose plants were used for such purpose would lose his or her growing license,” said
Smith. “Henry likes to say ‘no’ because he thinks it makes him sound tough. But suffering people don’t

need his toughness; they need help. We would find a way to provide that help, with all the proper
safeguards and regulation.”
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